
 

 

October 5, 2013 

 

International Joint Commission  

Great Lakes Regional Office 

PO Box 32869 

Detroit, MI 48232 

 

Re. Lake Erie Ecosystem Priority draft  

 

Sent via email 

 

 

In addition to the group sign on comments that we are part of, we would like to add several 

comments and reinforce others to the Lake Erie Ecosystem Priority draft report.  We want to 

thank the International Joint Commission for the draft Lake Erie Ecosystem Priority Report 

(LEEP).  Thanks for caring about Lake Erie.  

 

Please consider these LEEP comments:   

 

1. The report needs to have a section on drinking water and algae/microcystis with a 
recommendation with areas that have algae be required to test and treat with some Best 
Management Practice guidelines.  It is estimated that 11 million people drink Lake Erie water.  
Protecting this drinking water resource should be a number one priority.  Drinking water source 
protection and ongoing assessments like the model in Canada should be included in the report 
and recommendations.  The Lake Erie Waterkeeper organization passed a request along these 
lines at our meeting last night and will be submitting formal comments including and emphasizing 
this request   

 

2. Strongly endorse nutrient TMDL's(Total Maximum Daily Loads) for the Maumee, 

Detroit and western basin of Lake Erie and similar for the Lake Erie watershed in 

Ontario.   

 

3. Strongly endorse a ban on manure. biosolids with the addition of commercial 

fertilizers(not included in the recommendation).   

 

4. The recommended phosphorus and dissolved reactive phosphorus percentage reductions 

are confusing, please make them targeted numbers or something simpler.   

 

5. The phosphorus concentration map should be P and DRP loads. The chart's 

characterization of the Detroit River's does not appear to take into account the three 

streams.   

 

6. The Detroit River is the major source of water to Lake Erie and needs to be monitored 

and assessed for the 'three streams' and the added phosphorus when compared to 

the Lake Huron outfall into the St. Clair River. 



 

 

7. The Cooperative Science Monitoring Initiative which rotates around each of the Great 

Lakes for a five year cycle serves as an opportunity to begin some of the 

recommendations in this report because Lake Erie will have the assessment in 2014. 

 

8. It is now recognized that the St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River are part 

of the Lake Erie Watershed and Lake Erie Lakewide Management Plant - this new 

'alignment' should be considered in all facets of LEEP. 

 

9. Aging infrastructure leaks raw sewage into our streams, river and lake. These leakages 

are not calculated or included in any point source permitting process. 

 

10. Western Lake Erie is an estuary.  There is a new undefined term called Near Shore.  If 

near shore is nine meters then all of the western basin is near shore.  

  

11. Open lake dumping from the Toledo shipping channel should be assessed for 

resuspension of nutrients.  The algae in Maumee Bay got much worse in 2003 when the 

open lake dumping of Toledo shipping channel sediments increased three to four fold. 

The dredging in 2012 did not start until lake August.  In 2013 the dredging/open lake 

disposal started in early July.  The amount of sediments dredged and resuspended 

amounts to about 750,000 tons annually.  The impacts of this practice as it relates to the 

potential to increase toxic algae needs to be reviewed. 
 

In conclusion we want to emphasize and support all recommendations in the LEEP draft for 

monitoring, assessment and data, recommendations 12 and13 in particular.  An overarching 

comment is to prioritize the fifteen (or more as revised)  recommendations and state where the 

responsibility lies for implementation and the targeted time frame for achieving each  

recommendation.   

 

Again thank you for the opportunity to comment on the LEEP draft.  We look forward to reading 

the report when it is finalized.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Dave Spangler 

Vice President 

Lake Erie Charterboat Association 

 

Sandy Bihn 

Executive Director 

Lake Erie Waterkeeper Inc. 

 

 

  

 
 



 

 

 


